Rules for the 2012 Merritt Contest

Sponsored by San Antonio Romance Authors
Eligibility: As of the contest deadline, all entrants must either be unpublished, or published but not eligible for membership in RWA’s Published Author Network (PAN). For PAN eligibility requirements, see www.rwa.org/cs/become_a_member/join_pan. The entry must have a projected word length of at least 40,000 words.
Categories: Authors may enter one or more entries in the following categories: contemporary (long and short); historical; paranormal; romantic suspense; and women’s fiction (with romantic elements). If fewer than 7 entries are received for a category, that category will be eliminated and the author will be given the opportunity to switch the entry to another category.

Entry fee: $25 per entry for SARA members; $30 per entry for other RWA members; $35 per entry for non-RWA members. All entries must be paid via PayPal—see www.sararwa.net for payment buttons. 
Deadline: Entries must be received by the appropriate category coordinator no later than midnight CST, February 14, 2012. Finalists will be contacted in late March and will be given one week to submit a revised entry for the final round judge, if they wish. 
Judges: The preliminary round will be judged by three published, unpublished and/or RWA PRO authors. The lowest of the three scores will be dropped. SARA will make every effort (but cannot guarantee) to provide experienced and/or trained judges, including at least one published judge per entry. The three top scoring entries in each category will be ranked by an editor or agent. The decision of the judges is final.  
Contemporary (Long and Short)—Deb Werksman, Sourcebooks
Historical—Tessa Woodward, Avon
Paranormal—TBA
Romantic Suspense—Patience Bloom, Harlequin 
Women’s Fiction (with Romantic Elements)—Kate Seaver, Berkley 
Awards: Winners will be announced at SARA’s monthly meeting in May 2012. All finalists will receive a certificate. First place winners will receive a plaque and a year’s subscription to SARA’s newsletter, The Love Letter. 

Entry format: Electronic submissions only. Each entry must contain:
(1) One electronic copy of a synopsis (up to 5 pages) and the beginning of the manuscript, not to exceed 25 pages total for synopsis and manuscript pages. The synopsis WILL be judged. Important: Your attachment file must be received as one .doc or .rtf attachment that should include your manuscript pages first and then your synopsis second. Total page count must not exceed 25 pages. Files must be saved as: storyinitials-Merritt-category.doc or storyinitials-Merritt-category.rft (example: Little Red Ridinghood should be: LRR-Merritt-Para.doc). The categories for purposes of file saving are: Cont, Hist, Para, RS, and WF. 
(2) Entries must be presented in proper standard manuscript format: double-spaced on 8 ½” x 11” paper with one inch margins using 12-pt. Courier New or 14-pt. Times New Roman font. Entries using any typeface other than Courier New or Times New Roman will not be accepted. 
(3) The title and category of entry must appear in the top left corner and the page number in the top right corner of every page.  
(4) The author’s name may not appear anywhere on the manuscript or synopsis.  
(5) Each entry must also include the following information in the body of the e-mail submission: 

a. Your completed and signed Application/Release Form copied and pasted into the body of the e-mail. (The fewer attachments for the coordinator to open, the better). For purposes of this contest, your typed name will be accepted as your signature on the Application/Release Form.

b. Electronic confirmation of your PayPal payment receipt copied and pasted into the body of the email.

Entrants who do not comply with the above rules will be contacted and given until the contest deadline to make corrections. Failure to comply by the deadline will disqualify the entrant and the entry fee will be forfeited. 

We reserve the right to limit the number of entries, or to extend the submission deadline in order to boost entries if a category is in danger of being canceled due to lack of entries.

Submission: Send entries to the appropriate category coordinator as follows:
Contemporary: saramerritt.contemp@gmail.com 
Historical: saramerritt.hist@gmail.com
Paranormal: saramerritt.para@gmail.com
Romantic Suspense: saramerritt.rs@gmail.com
Women’s Fiction: saramerritt.wf@gmail.com 

Questions?  Contact Gail Hart at saramerritt.coord@gmail.com 

