2010 SARA Merritt Contest Scoresheet

Entry Title _______________________________________________ 
Entry # ______ 

Judge # __________       Category _Mainstream w/Romantic Elements_     Score __________ 

Rate each question on the following scale:  5: Fabulous! Ready for submission    4: Above average, needs minor revisions    3: Average, good possibility with revisions    2: Below average, needs work    1: Poor, major problems in this area 

OPENING HOOK 
For this section, evaluate only the first five pages only (including any prologue). 
_____1. Does the story start at the right place? 

_____2. How intrigued were you by the situation, conflict, and characters? 

_____3. How well has the author established the setting (time and place)? 

Comments:
CHARACTERIZATION 
For the following sections, evaluate the entire entry (excluding the synopsis). 
_____4. Is the heroine a real, three-dimensional person, complete with a unique voice, foibles, 

flaws, & a range of emotions? 

_____5. Are the heroine’s goals introduced? 

_____6. Is the heroine’s motivation evident and believable? 

____  7. Are the secondary characters real, three-dimensional people (i.e., complete with foibles, flaws, & range of emotions)?

____  8. Does the heroine achieve a strong character growth arc? 

____  9. Does the heroine establish strong and believable relationships with other characters? 

Comments:

PLOT 
_____10. Is the basis for the romantic relationship believable and intriguing? 

_____11. Is the internal and external conflict well defined? 


_____12. Was the plot compelling and presented with a new twist to keep you reading? 

Comments:
CRAFT 
_____13. Does the author have a distinguishable voice?

_____14. Does the author apply the “show don’t tell” rule to all emotions and actions?

_____15. How skillfully has the author used dialogue? Is it natural? Balanced with narration?

_____16. How well has the author led the reader from one POV to another?  Or, if single POV, 

how smoothly has the author maintained POV? 

Comments:
SYNOPSIS 
For this section, evaluate only the synopsis. 
_____17. How well has the author sustained conflict and tension throughout the story? 

_____18. Is the synopsis told in a concise and comprehensive manner?

_____19. How satisfying do you perceive the resolution? 

Comments:
PRESENTATION 
_____20. Was the entry free of spelling, grammatical, and punctuation errors, and in proper manuscript form? 

OVERALL COMMENTS (these questions are not scored) 
What are the entry’s strengths?

Where can the entry be improved?

Setting personal taste aside, how interested would you be in reading this book?

SCORING 
Before totaling, count your answers to make sure you scored all 20 questions (100 points possible).   Place total number of points awarded on the first page in the appropriate slot and be sure to save as an rtf file.

JUDGE PROFILE 
Unpublished (trained) ____   Published ____   RWA Pro ____    Agent/Editor _____ 

Entries with more than 30 points between lowest and middle scores will go to a discrepancy judge.

